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Welcome to our thirteenth committee update 

This is the thirteenth, and final, bulletin for the 
Senedd’s Economy, Trade and Rural Affairs 
Committee. It provides an overview of the 
Committee’s recent activities to help you stay up to 
date with the Committee’s work. 

This update has been produced by the Clerking team which supports the 
Committee. If you have any feedback, please let us know using the contact details 
below. 

 

Contact details 

You can email the Committee Clerking Team: 
SeneddEconomy@senedd.wales 

Phone us: 0300 200 6565 

Follow us on X @SeneddEconomy 

Website: www.senedd.wales/SeneddEconomy 
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Thank you   

On 8 April 2026, the Sixth Senedd 
will dissolve and there will no longer 
be an Economy, Trade and Rural 
Affairs Committee. So, this is the last 
bulletin you will receive from us this 
Senedd! We hope you have found 
them useful. 

On behalf of the whole team who 
support the Committee we would 
like to thank you for your interest in, 
and engagement with, the 
Committee over the last five years. 
Insight from stakeholders is vital to 
support committee scrutiny, help 
Members hold the Government to 
account and add weight to their 
reports and recommendations. 

Following the election, the next 
Business Committee will decide the 
details of how committees will 
operate in the Seventh Senedd, 
which will also include remits. So 
please keep an eye on the Senedd’s 
social website and social media 
platforms for updates. 

Recent activities  

Soil Health in Agriculture 

The Welsh Government responded 
to the Committee’s report ‘Digging 
the dirt: Improving Wales’ soil health’ 
on 28 January 2026. A debate on the 
report was held in Plenary on 4 
February 2026.  

Food Processing  

Following the completion of the 
inquiry in the Autumn term, the 
Committee’s report on Food 
Processing was published on 20 
January 2026.  

The Welsh Government laid their 
response on 4 March 2026, with a 
debate on the report held in Plenary 
on 11 March 2026.  

 

Local Growth Fund  

The Committee completed its short 
inquiry into the Local Growth Fund, 
with a session with the Cabinet 
Secretary for Economy, Energy and 
Planning on 29 January 2026.  

https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-ld17773-en.pdf
https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-ld17773-en.pdf
https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-ld17564-en.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?MId=15755
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?MId=15755
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaiddocuments.senedd.wales%2Fcr-ld17716-en.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSeneddEconomy%40senedd.wales%7C3d7ca7cb10bf490a9e9e08de580612bb%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639044980294125445%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z52Qb764GMOsVMC9VZdgvEKX9Uou8XKoW2i3q3Z4W3s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaiddocuments.senedd.wales%2Fcr-ld17716-en.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSeneddEconomy%40senedd.wales%7C3d7ca7cb10bf490a9e9e08de580612bb%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639044980294125445%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z52Qb764GMOsVMC9VZdgvEKX9Uou8XKoW2i3q3Z4W3s%3D&reserved=0
https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/gen-ld17915-en.pdf
https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/gen-ld17915-en.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=700&MId=15794&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15714&Ver=4
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The Committee published its report 
on 23 February 2026, which was 
debated in Plenary on 11 March 2026.  

 

 

Inward Investment  

The Committee undertook its inquiry 
into Inward Investment throughout 
January, taking oral evidence from 11 
stakeholders across 2 meetings, 
followed by a final session with the 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy, 
Energy and Planning on 29 January 
2026.  

The Committee published its report 
on the topic on 19 March 2026.  

 

Development of Tourism and 
Regulation of Visitor 
Accommodation (Wales) Bill 

Following the Committee’s Stage 1 
consideration of the Development of 
Tourism and Regulation of Visitor 
Accommodation (Wales) Bill during 
the Autumn term, Stage 2 
proceedings took place in 
Committee on 5 February 2026.  

The Bill then continued its journey 
through the legislative process, and 
the final text of the Bill was passed 
by the Senedd on 17 March 2026.  

General Scrutiny 

The final General Scrutiny sessions of 
this Senedd were held across two 
meetings this term.  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaiddocuments.senedd.wales%2Fcr-ld17870-en.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSeneddEconomy%40senedd.wales%7C7d8290e77d1e403f8ac708de72c17a26%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639074372468836766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ftixVkWTgf3Ao29Kj7iloti6DLtcoELTOWMDwOfnbeo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaiddocuments.senedd.wales%2Fcr-ld17870-en.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSeneddEconomy%40senedd.wales%7C7d8290e77d1e403f8ac708de72c17a26%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639074372468836766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ftixVkWTgf3Ao29Kj7iloti6DLtcoELTOWMDwOfnbeo%3D&reserved=0
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=700&MId=15794&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46745
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15714&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15714&Ver=4
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaiddocuments.senedd.wales%2Fcr-ld17989-en.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSeneddEconomy%40senedd.wales%7C2b11d9382d7c40f982a408de85ab1342%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639095167014602706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y%2FKjCfT9aFk4Bha8de13beuhnGJeqKG0XXTaMaHWwnE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaiddocuments.senedd.wales%2Fcr-ld17989-en.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSeneddEconomy%40senedd.wales%7C2b11d9382d7c40f982a408de85ab1342%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639095167014602706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y%2FKjCfT9aFk4Bha8de13beuhnGJeqKG0XXTaMaHWwnE%3D&reserved=0
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15909&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15909&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=700&MId=15795&Ver=4
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Economy and Skills were covered on 
25 February 2026 with the Cabinet 
Secretary for Economy, Energy and 
Planning, and the Minister for 
Culture, Skills and Social Partnership.  

This was followed on the 5 March 
2026 by a Trade session with the 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy, 
Energy and Planning, and the 
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Climate Change and 
Rural Affairs. A final session focussing 
on Rural Affairs also took place on 5 
March, with evidence from the 
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Climate Change and 
Rural Affairs. 

The Steel Industry in Wales  

The Committee continued its on-
going work on this important issue, 
holding a scrutiny session with the 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy, 
Energy and Planning on 29 January 
2026.  

The Committee has been closely 
monitoring developments within the 
Welsh steel industry, and following 
the announcement of the UK 
Government’s Steel Strategy on 19 
March 2026, the Committee used its 
final meeting slot of the Sixth 
Senedd to discuss the issue with 
stakeholders.  

On 25 March 2026, oral evidence was 
taken from Tata Steel, Steel Unions 
and 7 Steel, followed by the 
Committee issuing a press 
statement, and a letter to both the 
First Minister and the Secretary of 
State for Wales.  

Legacy report 

The Committee published its legacy 
report covering its work over the 
Sixth Senedd, and recommendations 
for its successor Committee, on 31 
March 2026.  

 

 

 

  

https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15910&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15775&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15775&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15714&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15714&Ver=4
https://sbms/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15912&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s172991/Letter%20from%20the%20Chair%20to%20the%20First%20Minister%20of%20Wales,%20and%20Secretary%20of%20State%20for%20Wales%20-%2031%20March%2020.pdf
https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-ld18043-en.pdf
https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-ld18043-en.pdf
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Remit 

The Committee was established on 23 June 2021, with a remit encompassing (but 
not restricted to): economic development, regeneration, skills, trade, research, and 
development (including technology and science), and rural affairs. 

Committee Members 

 
Committee Chair: 
Andrew RT Davies 
MS 
Welsh Conservatives 
 
 
 
 

 
Samuel Kurtz MS  
Welsh Conservatives 

Jenny Rathbone MS  
Welsh Labour 

 

 

Hannah Blythyn MS   
Welsh Labour 

 
Luke Fletcher MS 
Plaid Cymru Senedd | 

Senedd Commission Staff) 

 

Alun Davies MS  
Welsh Labour  

 

https://senedd.wales/people/andrew-rt-davies-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/andrew-rt-davies-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/andrew-rt-davies-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/samuel-kurtz-ms/
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https://senedd.wales/people/hannah-blythyn-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/hannah-blythyn-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/hannah-blythyn-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/luke-fletcher-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/luke-fletcher-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/alun-davies-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/paul-davies-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/samuel-kurtz-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/jenny-rathbone-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/luke-fletcher-ms/
https://senedd.wales/people/vikki-howells-ms/

